
Dear Hyattsville Community Members,

For over 125 years, the Hyattsville Volunteer Fire Department has provided round-the-
clock fire, rescue and emergency medical service to our community.

The last few years have been our busiest ever – with nearly 6,000 calls for service in 2013. 
The vast majority of these calls were handled 100% by the volunteers of the HVFD. 

We provide all-volunteer staffing, supported by county firefighters during weekday business 
hours only. All other times – weeknights, overnight, weekends, holidays and more – the 
volunteers of the Hyattsville VFD are at your doorstep when you call 911.

Every month, more than 80 volunteers give thousands of hours of time responding to 
calls, training, coordinating events, providing administrative 
support and beyond. Our volunteer base is continuing to 
increase and is among the largest and strongest in the region.

This year construction will start on our new joint fire station 
and public safety facility in partnership with the American 
Red Cross National Capital Region and Prince George’s 
County Fire/EMS Department. 

The new state-of-the-art facility, set to open in about three 
years on the current site of our Belcrest Road firehouse, 
will allow us to not only continue to provide the best fire, 

rescue and emergency medical service to the community, but also serve as the county 
headquarters for the Red Cross. During construction, we will continue to provide 24/7 
emergency response from temporary quarters on site.

Your donations are critical to support our ability to serve the community. Your donations 
go directly to support our life saving mission. We are very fortunate to receive grants from 
the City of Hyattsville and Town of University Park, but we rely on community donations, 
local and federal grants and annual fund drives like this and our spring Family Photo Drive 
to support our department.

We know times are tough, so we’ve added online giving (http://give.hvfd.com), which 
offers recurring donations if you’d like to spread your giving into smaller increments or 
fixed donations throughout the year automatically.

On behalf of the Officers and Members of the HVFD – a group of men and women who 
give  their all, day-in and day-out to be there when you need help the most – we thank you for your continued support.

Sincerely,

Thomas Falcone     T. David Hang   
President     Fire Chief

Your Support Helps HVFD Continue to Provide Top Service
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New Firehouse, Public Safety Facility 

To Serve Community for Next 50 Years

Last year, the Hyattsville VFD was joined by the American 
Red Cross of the National Capital Region and Prince George’s 
County in breaking ground for an incredible new joint 
emergency services facility. 

The location of the firehouse, at 
Belcrest and Queens Chapel Road, 
has been identified as the most ideal 
for fire, rescue and EMS response 
to our community and keeping the 
facility at its present location was of 
key importance.

Construction is being funded 
through the county’s Capital 
Improvement Program, with the 
Red Cross and HVFD partnering on 
joining the organizations’ properties 
to facilitate the project.

The combined facility is 24,988 square feet including 4,353 
square feet dedicated to the American Red Cross and nearly 
8,000 square feet of emergency apparatus bay space, gear and 
equipment storage. 

The ground level Red Cross facility includes 1,041 square feet 
of shared meeting, training and multi-purpose space which will 
also serve as a regional disaster management facility if needed.

The Fire Department space will be on two levels. The first floor 
will include four large apparatus bays with supporting rooms for 
gear and equipment, offices, day room, dining area and kitchen. 
The second floor features separate male and female quarters for 

live-in members, male and female sleeping quarters for local 
members on duty for response, shower and toilet facilities and 
a laundry room, a study room (for our college students and 
other members who need dedicated areas to study), a physical 

training/fitness room to be shared 
with Hyattsville police and the 
administrative and operational 
offices of the HVFD. 

The design and construction of 
the new facility is intended to be 
“a green building” by selecting 
low energy use lighting, low 
energy use HVAC units, and 
added exterior wall and attic 
insulation to reduce energy 
consumption. 

The exterior of the new facility 
was specially designed to have a residential look with specific 
features consistent with the existing Hyattsville neighbor 
community.

Construction on the new firehouse is scheduled to begin in 
2015 and take up to 24 months. A temporary quarters is being 
completed this year in the former Red Cross building adjacent 
to the current firehouse to ensure 24/7/365 continuous service 
to our community during construction.

Follow construction progress on Facebook (http://facebook.
com/HyattsvilleVFD) or on Twitter @HyattsvilleVFD and learn 
more about the project at http://www.hvfd.com/firehouse.

Visit Us Online:  www.hvfd.com  Donate Now:  give.hvfd.com



Every year we’ve traditionally held our Open 
House & Fire Safety Day at our firehouse, but due 
to construction of our temporary quarters we’re 
excited to announce that this year’s event will be 
hosted at the Mall at Prince George’s on Saturday, 
October 25 from 10am until 2pm.

The event, which will take place in the center 
portion of the Mall as well as outside, will include:

•	 Kid’s Fire Safety Adventure Course

•	 Giveaways & Prizes!

•	 Free Blood Pressure Checks

•	 Try on Firefighter Gear

•	 Fire Trucks on Display & Photo Opportunities

•	 Meet the Firehouse Mascot

•	 Face Painting

•	 Fire Safety Demonstrations & Much More!

We hope you and your family (especially those 
kids) will join us for this great event. 

Fire Safety Day 2014 

Moves to the Mall at 

Prince George’s

10am-2pm Saturday, October 25th 

Emergency medical responses are a big part of what 
our dedicated volunteers focus on with thousands 
of calls annually throughout Hyattsville and 
surrounding communities. 

In 2012, we were among the first volunteer fire 
departments in Prince George’s County to add 
advanced life support (paramedic) capability 
on a regular basis with our Paramedic 
Ambulance. 

In 2013 we launched a new regional 
recruitment campaign specific to EMS and 
recently approved the purchase of the second of 
two new ambulances that will serve our needs for 
five years or more.

This year nearly 20 new volunteers have either 
completed Maryland EMT training or are taking 

part – which includes over 150 hours of classroom 
and hands-on training and experience. Plus, 

several members are in various phases of the 
Paramedic training and certification process.

Your financial contributions help support 
all aspects of our EMS growth, including 
recruitment, equipment, training and more. 
But there’s another big way you can help too 

– join us. 

Learn more about our EMS volunteer 

opportunities (plus fire & rescue, too) at  

         http://www.hvfd.com/join.

HVFD Expanding Emergency Medical Services

Follow HVFD: /hyattsvillevfd @hyattsvillevfd



The HVFD relies on donations from our community and various year-round fundraising 
programs to support every aspect of our Department. Initiatives include volunteer 
recruitment & retention programs; fire, rescue & EMS training; emergency vehicle 
purchases; fire prevention activities; community outreach programs, equipment and 
supplies ... and much more. 

The HVFD is also supported by grants from the City of Hyattsville and Town of 
University Park, as well as targeted funds from Prince George’s County and state/
Federal grant and funding programs – every dollar counts and makes a difference to our 
department and our volunteers.

Donate Online Safely & Easily with One-Time or Recurring Contributions

The HVFD is offering a safe and convenient way to support our department via online 
giving. You can make a one-time donation or recurring donation. This is a convenient 
way to donate smaller amounts over the course of the year. 

Visit http://give.hvfd.com – the process takes just a few minutes! You will be directed to 
our secure platform, which will automatically provide a receipt for your records.

If you are interested in making a larger donation, adding the HVFD to a trust, 
endowment or will, please contact giving@hvfd.com or call Fund Drive Administrator 
Anna Van Valkenburgh at 301-920-6402. 

The Hyattsville Volunteer Fire Department, Inc. is a 501 c (3) tax-exempt organization 
under the Internal Revenue Code. All contributions are tax-deductible. Consult your tax 
advisor to learn how this applies to your personal situation.

Your Donations Make a Difference

We’re Missing One 
Thing – You 

$25 to $99

• HVFD Supporter Car  

 Window Sticker

$100 to $249
The above, plus:

• Recognition on HVFD.com  

 Website Donor Roll

$250 to $499
The above, plus:

• HVFD Challenge Coin

• Thank You Inclusion in a  

 2015 Issue of Hyattsville  

 Life & Times

$500 or More
The above, plus:

• Name on Giving Plaque  

 inside HVFD Fire Station

Thanking You with  

Giving Levels

From riding the front lines and responding to fires, rescues and 
medical emergencies to supporting the critical mission of the HVFD 
with administrative and support services, the HVFD’s membership is 
comprised of 80+ dedicated volunteers with an exceptionally diverse 
background. 

Our volunteers include individuals with day-jobs such as social 
workers, teachers, entrepreneurs, engineers, local high school 
students, college students from around the country and more. But 
there’s something missing – YOU.

We have immediate needs for operational, administrative and 
support volunteers as our department continues to grow. 

For more information on joining the Hyattsville VFD, visit 
http://www.hvfd.com/join or email your name and contact 
information to join@hvfd.com.

100% Dedication

Consultant, Engineer, Executive, Med Student, Lawyer, IT Pro

Director, Captain, Fire Chief, FF/EMT, Sergeant, Life Member
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